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Background

 The Archdiocese Youth Safety Policies were 
approved by the 2018 Clergy-Laity Congress with 
a goal of 100% compliance in 2019.

 The program is intended to:
 Provide a safe and secure environment for all of 

our youth
 Mitigate insurance and legal risks for our 

parishes.

 It is critical that all Youth Workers are 
registered and compliant in our Youth Safety 
platform.

 This in not optional.
 Background checks must be completed every two 

years
 Training must be completed every year

 The program is managed via a tiered 
structure:

 Archdiocese Department of Youth Safety
 Metropolis Youth Safety Administrators (MYSAs)
 Parish Youth Safety Administrators (PYSAs)



Transition 
to Sterling 
Volunteers

 On September 1, 2022, we changed our Youth 
Safety service provider from Praesidium Inc. 
to Sterling Volunteers.

 The transition was made in order to address 
various issues we were facing with Praesidium.

 Sterling Volunteers has a broad base of partners 
including Catholic Charities, Girl Scouts and 
United Way. Their parent company, Sterling 
completed over 110 million background checks 
worldwide in the past year. 

 After a challenging transition period, we are 
now fully onboard.

 Issues with contracts are now behind us, and we 
need to redouble our efforts to ensure we are 
compliant 

 Background checks and training records from 
Praesidium have been transferred, so that youth 
workers will not be required to repeat steps until 
the old training/BGC has expired.

Your Grace, 
Thank You!



Youth Safety 
Status 
for the

Metropolis

 Our numbers are far below 
where we need to be
 As of today:

 1077 Youth Workers and 
Parish Council Members are 
registered
 794 are Compliant (74%)



OLI MAZI!
Folk Dance 
Festival 2023



What do we 
need to do?

 We need to focus on full compliance at 
the parish level:

 Parish Council Presidents after 
consultation with the Parish Priest 
should:
 Appoint a PYSA
 Inform Parish Council Members 

of the need to Screen and Train*
 Every Parish Youth Safety 

Administrator (PYSA) should:
 Register in the new platform
 Complete their background check 

and training
 Actively identify all Youth 

Workers and ensure they comply
 All Clergy should:

 Register in the new platform
 Complete the Code of Conduct, 

background check and training
 Stress the importance of the 

Youth Safety program to 
parishioners

*Per His Eminence, Metropolitan 
Gerasimos on  4/24



CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY BILL 506 

One-time fingerprinting via LiveScan



Background Checks for Parish 
Council

 Question: Are background checks for Parish Council members required? 
 Answer: They are, every two years.

At the Fall 2019 Archdiocesan Council meeting, it was resolved that 
all Parish Council members would undergo background checks (Minutes of 
Archdiocesan Council Meeting, October 2019). Ideally, this background check will be 
handled before candidates are elected as part of their qualifications to stand for election 
(this will avoid the situation of having to remove a board member because of a failed 
background check.) But as this program gets underway, it will be best implemented by 
doing a background check for every parish council member now, and then in the future, 
notifying every nominee for a parish council election that a background check is a pre-
requisite of running for office, so that every candidate who runs has passed the 
background check. The same provider, Sterling Volunteers, that conducts our Youth 
Worker screening, will also conduct background checks for the Parish Council. It is not 
necessary for Parish Council members to participate in the Youth Safety training unless 
they are also Youth Workers or if their Metropolis or parish decides that they want this 
completed as well. 

George A. Tsougarakis, General Counsel
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

March 2023



Additional 
Resources

 Visit the Youth Safety Booth today or 
tomorrow with any questions 

 Register online at: 
https://youthsafetyplatform.goarch.org

 Metropolis Contact:
 Metropolis Youth Safety Administrator, 

Johanna Carter

 Archdiocese Contact:
 Department of Youth Safety:                         

Rhea Ballas (rballas@goarch.org)
 614.477.4267

Register every year  Screen every two years  Train every year

https://youthsafetyplatform.goarch.org/
mailto:rballas@goarch.org
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