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SAN FRANCISCO SYMBOLISM AND TRADITIONS

The religious significance of
lamb began in the OIld
Testament where in Genesis 22,
God asks Abraham to sacrifice
his son. Abraham obediently
obeys God and made his
\ preparations for his sacrifice.
Isaac, seeing what his father is
doing asks him “The fire and
wood are here, but where is the
lamb for the burnt offering?”
Although Abraham didn’t really want to sacrifice his son, he was willing to do what
God asked of him. God seeing that Abraham was willing to obey him- asked him to
stop. Abraham sacrificed a nearby lamb, instead. In the Old Testament, lambs were
offered as a sacrifice to God to atone for our sins. Additionally, Christians refer to
Jesus as the “Lamb of God,” as it is written in one of the four Gospels John 1:29 and
1:36 so it makes sense that the lamb is present at the Pascha table. Christ died on the
cross for our sins and became the sacrificial lamb. Since Pascha is the day where we
commemorate Jesus’s sacrifice, we eat lamb in remembrance of this selfless act.

In addition, the tradition of eating lamb on Easter has its roots in early Passover
observances before the birth of Christianity. According to the biblical Exodus story,
the people of Egypt suffered a series of terrible plagues, including the death of all
firstborn sons. Jews painted their door posts with sacrificed lamb’s blood so that God
would “pass over” their homes while carrying out the punishment. Accustomed to
eating roast lamb on Passover, Jews who converted to Christianity continued the
tradition at Easter. On a less symbolic note, after a long winter without any livestock
to slaughter, lamb would have been one of the first fresh meats available.
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H 6pnokevtikn onpocio Tov apviod
Eexwvaetl oty [ToAod Atabnkn, 6Tov
ot ['éveon 22 o ®edg {ntdetl amd Tov
ABpadap va Bvcidoel Tov yio tov. O
ABpadp vrakovel 6tov Od Ko KAVEL
TIG TpogTOacies Yo ) Bvsio tov. O
loadk, PAEmOVTOC 0VTO OV KAVEL O
natépag Tov, tov potiet: "H ootid
ka1 to E0AO elval 00, aALG TO¥ elval
TO apVvi Yo TNV TPOoSPopd;" Av Kot o
ABpadp oev Mbeke mpoypOTIKA VO
Buoidoet Tov Y10 tov, nTav TPOBLOG
va kavel 0, L Tov (NToe o Beds. O Bedg Bksnovwg o0tL 0 APpadp nrow npdOvpog va tov
vroKkovoel — Tov {Nmoe va otapoatoet. O ABpadp Bvciace éva apvi avt’ avtov. v Iokod
Awbnkn mpoopéptnkav ta apvid wg Bvcia otov Oed yia va e£lledGoVV TIG QAPTIEG LOG.
EmumAéov, or Xpiotiavol avagépovtol 6tov Incod wg o "Apvog tov Geov", dniadn to "Apvi Tov
®eov" onwg eivar ypappévo og éva amd ta téccepa Evayyého tov Iodvvn 1:29 kon 1:36 ko €11
&xer vomuo 6t to apvi etvar Tapdv oto Tpamélt tov Idoya. O Xpirotdg mébave 6To GTOVPO Yo TIg
apaptieg pog kot ywve o Bvolalopevog apvog. Agdopévov 0tL 1o Ildoyo eivar n nuépa mov
pvnuovevovpe v Bucia tov Incov, tpodpe apvi yia va Bopnbovpe avt TV avISOTEANS TPAEN.

EmumAéov, n mapddoon tov va tpdpe apvi o [aoya €xetl Tig pileg ™G OTIC TPDOTEG TAPUCTACELS
tov [Tdoya pv and m yévvnon tov Xpiotioviopnod. Zopeova pe t Bipikn wotopia tg EE600v,
0 A00G ™G AydmTov vrépepe amd Ho. GEPE POPEPOV TANYDOV, CUUTEPIAAUPOUVOUEVOL TOV
Bavatov OAmV TV TpwTOToK®OV Yiov. Ot Efpaiol Loypdeilav 11 mOPTEG TOLE UE TO QIO TOL
Buolacpévou apviov, £T6t OoTE 0 OEOG VoL «TPOCTEPACEL TO GTITLOL TOVG KATO TNV EKTEAECT TNG
Tpopiag. Xvvnbiopévor va tpove ynto apvi to Ildoya, ov EBpaiot mov aombonkov tov
Xpotoviopd cuvéyioav Ty mopdadoon avtn to [Haoya. Xe éva Aydtepo cupPoAikd onueiopa,
HeTd amd Eva poakpl xeymva xopic (oo Tpog ceayn, To apvi Ba frav Eva amd to TPOTU PPESKO
KP£ATO TOL NTOV SLOBECILAL.
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