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The Coronavirus
(COVID-19),

that forced the closure of 
our Parishes,

is forcing us to rapidly 
adapt 



Problem: COVID-19 has closed our Parishes

From the Parishioner's view
* Parishioners can't Light a Candle in Church
* Parishioners can't say a Prayer in Church



Problem: COVID-19 has closed our Parishes

From the Parish Council's view
* Church loses Cash flow from Candle Donations
* Giving Baskets are empty



So how do we turn Lemons into Lemonade?



With a Three-Pronged Approach...

Live
Stream
the services

ACH
Credit &

Debit card
Stewardship

Light a
Candle &

Say a
Prayer



A Solution...
• Mobile and Web enabled engine
• Provides a digital method of “Lighting a 

Candle” in the Church
• Provides a digital method of remitting 

prayers for a loved one to be read by the 
priest

• Digital remittance for the candle
• Digital remittance for the Sunday 

Collection Tray



There are many options...



How did Saint Mark Greek Orthodox 
Church address this?
• Quickly set up an online mobile accessible 

webpage to allow parishioners to:

• Light a Candle

• Select how much the parishioner
wanted to donate for the Candle

• Say a Prayer

• Add names to our Prayer List

• Make a One-Time donation

• Select how much they wanted to donate





What does the Parishioner see?
• Upon electronic acceptance of the order for

candles or donation, the Parishioner sees an
automatically generated email



What does the Parishioner see?
• Upon electronic acceptance of the order for

candles or donation, the Parishioner sees an
automatically generated email

A Parish Council Member 
lights the candle(s)…



…A Parish Council Member 
says the requested prayer
and takes a picture…



…Places the candle(s) in the
candle stand and then
either texts or emails the

picture along with a 
brief message





Inform the Congregation...Be transparent!
• The Parish is physically closed to parishioners
• Parishioners can still “Light a Candle & Say a Prayer”

in Church
• Parishes in the United States operates solely on 

donations
• Until the Parish reopens, there's no money coming from 

the Sunday offerings



Create a Marketing Plan...
Inform the Parishioner 7 Times 7 Different Ways
Market the online giving website

• Sermons

• Email blasts

• Newsletters

• Website

• Live Stream Chyron (Words on the Screen)

• Facebook

• Word-of-Mouth



Results: Day #1:    $1,472.00



Before you begin…
You will need the following information:

● The Parish’s Federal Employer Identification Number (EIN)

● The EXACT name of the Parish that is used on all Federal Forms

● The Parish Treasurer (to complete their personal information)

● The Parish’s Bank Routing Number and Account Number (so Square 
can deposit the funds in your account)

● Pictures of your Parish to post on the webpage

● Someone who is computer literate 



Where to
Begin...

● Click on:
squareup.com/i/SAINTMARKG

– By using the above link, 
your Parish will receive FREE 
processing on up to $1,000
in credit card transactions for 
the first 180 days



Type of account

● Click Business, then CONTINUE



Name & Estimated Revenue

● Enter business name of your Church, Tax ID, and revenue expected

● Click CONTINUE



Type of business

● Select or search for Religious Organization; select result

● Click CONTINUE



Select where you will accept payments

● When done, 
click CONTINUE



On the next page, you will be asked to select what else can Square
help you with.

No need to select anything, click SKIP at the bottom of the page



Enter the personal 
information of the 
person administering 
the account (such as 
treasurer).

Please note, according 
to the best practices, 
the administrator 
should not be the 
priest.

Click CONTINUE 
when done



Select the 
funding speed to 
the parish bank 
account

Click CONTINUE 
when done



Enter banking 
information 

and click CONTINUE, 



Congratulations…
You’ve just created your account!
● When the process completes, 

you’re going to be on the SQUARE Dashboard

● Select “Online” to proceed



















































































Live “Light a Candle and Say a Prayer” websites

https://saintgeorgenj.square.site/

https://squareup.com/store/SaintMark



Where to Begin...

● Click on:squareup.com/i/SAINTMARKG
– By using the above link, your Parish will receive FREE processing on up to 

$1,000 in credit card transactions for the first 180 days



Ted Vagelos & Nick Csakany
Saint Mark Greek Orthodox Church
Boca Raton, Florida
SaintMarkVideo@gmail.com


